McGill Normal School. | §

At three o’clock in the afternoon of the same day the ceremony;
the opening of this Institution took ‘place in presence of a numer
and fashionable audience.. >

The Hall was crowded to excess, and shortly afterthe hour appt
ted, a procession of the officers was formed which entered the
in the following order. The' Secretary of Mc¢Gill College in costivT
The Secretary and officers of.the department of Education,—Sel
Inspectors,—members of the Protestant Board of Examiners,; ;"’
Rev. Mr. Verreau, Prmmpal and the Professors of the Jacques: €g
tier Normal School, the Professors of the McGill Normal School;
Hon. Judge Day, preSLdent of the Board. of Governors of the Ui
sity, -Mr.. Dawson, Principal of the University and of the. M
Normal School. ‘The Governers, Doctors, owessors and Stude
the University, in costume.

~ His Lordship the Anghcan Bxehop of Montseal a:nd Mr an

"Dawson having taken their places on “the;platform with the Su

rintendeat - of Educatlon, the Reverend Dr. Leach, Canon of the"
LCathedral and Vice-Principal . of the University was requested by.
L'.the Chairman to open . the, meeting -with prayer; . .
.~ The Rev. Canon Leach having oﬁered up.a prayer, the Chauman-
:ose to introduce the oeeedmgs, and was received with great
_applause. He said: ——-lgefore any ‘other proceeding, I think it my
"duty to communicate to this meeting, the followmc lettel from Hls_
_,(Excellency the Governor General ’

B 4 LI

Tononro, GOVERNMENT Housk, §-
February 6th 1857. '

_ bm,-——I have recelved your letter of the 5th. mstant, inviting me
to be present on the 3rd of March next, at the opening of the two
‘Nermal Schools established .in Montreal. ‘Unfortunately the fact
that the Legislative Sesswn ccommences on the 26th February, makes
Htmecessary 7 far me to remain at Toronto, as I .cannot undertake to
_absent myself for a few days so soon after the. opening of Parliament.
Izegret this the more, whilst I appreciate very highly the future
nsefulness of the institutions about to be opened to t the public. At
Ahe.same time, I do full Justxce to lhe zeal you have shown in their
complete orgamzatlon. - _
) . I have the honor to be,
Su, tm
Your obedxent setva;nt,

Epmunp HEeap.




" I'must add,that the Premier of our Provincial Cabinet, the Hon.
-Coloniel . Taché, - the Hon. Mr. Cartier, Attorney General, and the
“Hot. -Mr. Lemieux, the Commissioner of - ‘Public ~'Woerks, have
‘desited me to express to this meeting;- the -great disappointment
{heéy feel at their ‘being prevented; by theit official duties, from
attending. - Other members.of both houses’ of Parliament, and my
wotthy predecessor in office, Dr. Meilleur, have written to me to
the samme effect.. The inauguration of the two Normal Schools that
‘aré this day thrown open to ‘the youth of - Lower ‘Canada - is.of the
greatest imﬁbrta’ncé to the welfare of “this country ; and the anxiety
‘shown'by His 'Excelléncy the Governor :General, and: the  distin-
guished: gentlemen whom T have alludéd to, 15 tiot to be wondered
at." This event—as important in ‘the history -of Canada as the
‘Gélebration of the opening of any of our Railéoads or the storming of

#uecession 6f facts, that are ‘marking the steady and unswerving
prugress of Canada. Since the opening of the first School at Quebec,
in 1632, what a change has taken place! That first School was
conducted by Father- Lejeune.  Thé second J'ear, of its existence,
it-had but twenty pupils, some of them -Indian boys, whom the
Missionaries had collected together from the wigwams in the forest,
Pethaps poor ‘and  hélpless- chiidren, whom ‘their “parents: thought
unfit for. the noble pursuits 6f war or hunting. Others, hardy peasant
Boys, whom their sires, siniplé-hearted ‘emigrants from Brittany, or
from Normandy, sent from their farms at great distances every day
fd_._.»;eap in the town—a new kind of harvest; unknown, perhaps, to
themselves in the old country. Such was Father ' Lejeune’s school,
d; considering the great work he was then beginning, dreaming,
“perhaps he did, of the great edifice, the cofner-stone of which he
way Tdying, well might the good Father have )Nril’ten}a: he did to his
superior in France, that ke would not'change his clags for the best
umversity of Europe. And how we hive,according to'official statistics,
§universities, (3 in Lower Canada and. 2 in Upper Canada,) 35
colleges, (25'in Lower Canada and 10 in Upper Canada,) 208 gram-
it schools and academies; (114 in Lower Canada and 94 in Upper
Caliada,) 4 normal scliools, (3 in Lower Canada and 1 in' Upper
Canada,) 6,335 model and elementary schools, (3,599 in Upper
Canada and 2,736 in Lower Canada,) giving altogether a total of
6,578 educational institutions, of which 3,710 are in Upper Canada
and 2,888 in Lower Canada; 'with a total number of pupils of 373,586,
of ‘which 240,817 are in Upper. Canada and 134,769 in Lower

Canada. - ~

‘T am aware that strength does not always side with numbers,
and I would not be prepared to boast of those statistics, encouraging
is they ‘are, were I not convinced that great progress has been
made 1 the method of teaching in our comwmon schools, and had
wtour-colleges and academies given themselves the best evidence
' their efficiency, by the many men of learning whom they have
woluced, and ofywhom I'see such a brillan{ array in this hall. If,
1 the number of schools and the numberof pupils, Lower Canada
ippears at present not to equal the other section of the Province, it
nust be remembered that our ‘system-of cormmon schools had found
treat difficulties to contend with in establishing itself, through the
mperfectious of our Municipal institutions, and that we are rapidly
fming ground, and may expect ‘soon to approach the lofty figures

- section of this continent. "

any fort or citadel—this event is nothing more than one fact; in a-

fessions: - A yeun

to which our biethren in the West have #o happily attained. 'As,-bo
the religious and moral tendency of the education - iven ; it is,well
tested by the statistics of ‘crime which by recent _observation have.

been found less appalling .in Lower Canada than in any . jother

The Jacques Cartier Normal:School opened this dhyv’éit ' ;h',n;lé’
pupil-teachers on the roll; McGill Normal School with ‘5 migle
}S)p' il-teachers and 25 female pu il-teachers, and the L4 ﬁermal

chool—which, I hope, we shall be’ dble to- inahgurate ‘i’ d few
‘weeks, with something like 20 male pupil-téachers—ag 4 beginting,
—will complete our system of public instructioti, by placing, 481t
‘were, between our colleges and primary ‘schools, what I may eall

“reservotrs which will “distiibute to the latter the streams of : Know-

ledge they will receive from the former.” The word- Normal;: as
every one knows; comes fiom the Latin word norma, which' meapig
rule. It is very much like the ‘word forma, from which you have
‘your word form. Rule is'to the moral wotld, what form’or shat ‘ﬁ
to the physical world. It is ‘impossible for our imagination “to
conceive a physical object without a shape, and it is'equally impog-
sible to dream of any moval being, or of anything in -the" ‘moral
world, without a :rule that govemns it. - Religion, philosopli §-
prudence, are- collections of ‘rules' for the giiidance of man ind;in
the various circumstances of life. - Religion, of course, is the rule bf
all rules, given by God himself ; it is the great normal se¢hodl of
humanity, by which preceding generations of men had been enabled
to train other generations to the love of God and of mankind, and to.
the practice of virtue, thereby enabling them to- fulfil every holy
and pious duty. If anything requires rule, it is certainly education.
‘Nothing could be more dangerous than spontaneous or ‘capricions
action on the part of each individual teacher. - ‘Although nature has
imparted to parents an instinctive knowledge of the ‘art of teaching,
they have 'still a great deal to learn from experience, and those ‘whe
do not apply themselves earnestly and strenuously to the work, fai
most lamentably. But teachers, who have to supply the place o,

-parents, without having received, in relation to other children thar

their own, the natural gift with which Providence has blessed. the
father and mother of every family, and who do not find in children,
‘to the same extent, that natural affection, that implicit confldence,
‘that veneration in which love and fear are: so happily blended; and
‘which parents can turn to such-good aceount,—teachers, ‘Téditire
training before they can venture to assume functions so delicate and
so important—before they can become, if I miay be permitted to-use
the term—the artificial parents of their pupils.  Such,’ training,
however, cannot be completed by precept alone. Here, as elsewhere,
theory requires to be confirmed by experience, and the practice -of

teaching must go, pari passu, with the expounding of its’ rules.

This is nothing more than what is done in relation to all’ otherpro-
mai who wishes to be admiitted to the ’B'a'}r‘,f'gdés
1ot confine hlmse}{‘f to the lectures of his professors, or to the reading
of his books; he attends Courts of Law, and so familiarises himself
with the practice of his profession. The same thing takes place
with -the student of medicine,  who follows his professor in: the.
hospital.” All kinds of -trades, even the meanest, are ‘prepared by
some apprenticeship. A Normal- School, therefors, must consist of
two distinet departments. ‘The one, the Normal School. proper,
where the rules of the art of teaching are expourided ;-the other, the .
Model School, where they are illustrated by practice:  Such institu~
tions have now become most popular in every country.—They Wwere
first organized iu Germany ; France then adopted them, and Ireland
followed. . They are now numerous throughout the whole-of North
America, and have recently become prosperous in England-were
they had been introduced many years ago. Upper Canada, Nova-
Scotia; and Prince Edward’s Island ‘have preceded us in the esta-
blishment of Normal Schools ; and had it not been that our numer-.
ous colleges, and still' more so, our numerous girls’ academies, have
supplied in part, the absence of such institutions, it would be diffi-
cult to comprehend how we have. arriveéd-at our present condition
in relation to public instruction—having but few efforts 10 make to
stand equal to other more highly favored nations.—The McGill
Normal-School is chiefly intended to meet the wants of the whole

Protestant population of Lower Canada. As to its material condition,

it has been placed in a building, an inspection of which ‘will show
that nothing has_been spared to render it worthy of the great and
noble object we have in view. It is located in a commanding posi-

tion, from ‘which students- may contemplate the rapid progress of

this great commercial city, as it extends itself in- every direction ;
from which they may view the chimneys of its ' manufactories: and
the glittering spires and domes of -its churches and of its -many
monuments. As to the moral direction of the McGill Normal School,
it-comes under a ¢ode of general Tules prepared for all our Normal

Schoals, and of special regulations, which, from time to time, will



be-framed for its government. In the supervision which the law
ha# confided to me, I have been happy to associate with myself the
goyerning body of McGill College. The interest which the Citizens
of Montreal have so:nebly evinced towards that institution by their
liberal subscriptions in its favor, will dispense with the necessity of
.,any further allusion to its efficiency. 1 can only state that the views
of its founder could. not have been better. carried out than they are
now,. by its-Governors, and by the able Principal whom they have
placed at the head of the institution. If the memory of the dead be
_sacred, if the names of the good men who have left this world
-always carry with them deep sentiments of veneration, it is still
:with- greatet eémotion-that the name of one who has left behind him
-a-lasting monument of his love of mankind must be uttered. The
-name of the late Hon.' James McGill, which we have- felt pride in
-giving to: this. School, will be now remembered by the people of
~Cauada, with these of the Lavals, the Plessis, the Painechauds, the
-Girouards the Ducharmes, and all the founders of our Colleges, now

80 siumerous and so'ﬂ(Zufjshin,ri. The teachers, who under that name

-wiil undertake the great wor
 before. th

vork: we are now inangurating, will have
eir-eyes the. duty of keeping ifs glory untarnished, in addi-
l.the other; motives which mbst guide.them in the fulfil-
. of their engagemments.. To them I have but one word to say,—
+.Let them' be the-worthy. representatives of . the Jate James- McGill

Tpo.the .pupil teachers who are. here assembled I would say,— You
-

ow beginuing to share a fearful responsibility which will but
~Increase day:-by day, But your ever showing yourselves equal. to
it .will .mainly. depend. upon your .present. exertions. . The tree will
.be judged by its fruit, and you are 1o He the first fruits of the one. we
sare.this day'planting. . Tt remains with ‘you to.give a name and a
_character to. this: institution. “ More than that, it will be in your

pawer to'discourage o to enhance thd great experiment the country

-18;making by the  establishment .of Normal Schools. = Indeed, you
would be unworthy of yaur position, inwérthy of the interest. which
* the Government and. the whole. ¢ommunity is. extending to you—if
it required oue word: more io stimulate you /in_the prosecution of
«your studies.” (Cheers.)  The anxiety of the public mind in rela-
_tien‘;to this undertaking is: well apparent, by the presence of the
digtinguished assembly which I have the honor to address. On
- behalf of the ieachers and the pupils of this school, and of the whole
-department of public.instrugtion, 1 must congratulate his Excellency
; the Commander of the Forces, and the citizens.of Montreal, on the

.zeal; ﬁ;ﬁyi_ ave shown..in, the  cause of edacation by attending this
meeting. . (Cheeri - To'the Ladies, who, by their presence, add
s0. much to the interest: of this ceremony ; to the mothers of families

: ould say, nowhere -else, not even:in those :gay and brilliant
o S N P . N7ty
_gss,qn}b;ims you I»gav_e‘bpep_gi_domxng,vnor. in the family circle, where
- you rule. by the ‘many fascinations which ‘nature has imparted to
and which education has cultivated to such a degree, nowhere
except near the cradle of your infant children or in the temple
d, is your presence more becoming: than it is here. (Cheers.)
¢ is-a.trying moment . to_be met—there is.a desperate stinggle
f..every mother. It is when a belpvedrcll)'gld,onr whom
rable .tokens have been lavished, is to be removed from

‘maternal  care and confided to other hands. (Loud cries of .« hear,
“hear.”) . Ladiés, these hands, perchance, will have been trained |
. in this institution.—This Normal School may -be either a fountain
~from: which ‘w. _through innumerable’. cascades, streams of

“virtue, or it may be a laboratory where deadly

1l.be prepared. to be spread over the surface of the whole

. (Cheers.). I'need not add : watch carefully over all our
g, If you do &

.80-we are all safe: who could ever.deceive
E,iy's, I shall conclude by calling on a distinguished
dress this meeting. In doing so, my lord, [the honorable
ere ‘addressed; the Lord Bishop. of - Montreal]. I cannot

tance of your, Lordship, it

R from the one I now hold,—it was while on a mission. to
- Montreal and o Toronto, to aseertain the best means of establishing
; Normal Sehools in Lower Canada ,-and it is no little satisfaction to

should, have been enabled in
: eeuting ' precisely that wh
# ?rgh.ee:rs-); I will 1o Jo
) this ;meeting must

nger detain: the
hi.this must feel to hear: your
u, that:no one sympathises more sincerely

ed with due regard to the interests. of reli-
endent of : Education resumed’ his ‘seat amidst
€ers.. . ... ... S

:§Ureysir; that the able and eloquent speech
ivéred has been listened to with the greatest

an. 1ere. address t | hands, and everythin
but remember that when I had first the. honour of making s, %

was when occupying a different |

! o | while at all fimes and on-all occasions I shall reiterate that pr
miﬁ:?resent Pposition to-assist i ' t;Bb
hat which. had-been merely |

tions with their clergymen and under specific iéligidﬁ

xiety: whioh you must feel, that this insti-

‘ming this institution, have, I am well aware, wished to do

interest by us all, wherein you have given so full an account of the
progress _of education in this province, and also of the steps taken to:
found this establishment ; and as others will address' this méeting,
after me, better able than I am to enter intoanv statements; respecs:
ting the manner in which the work of training and edcation is tobe
carried on in these schools; I will rather confine myself, at this com~
mencement-of our-eperations, to somé remarks on the general prin-
ciples upon which the Institution is established. I need not occup
your time now for the purpose of endeavouring to prove that there
can scarcely be any more important question for the consideration -
of statesmen and philanthropists than that of the general educatiop :
of the people ; nor need I enter into any details to convince those here
present, that notwithstanding all that has beenalready accomplished;
there was much work to be done in this department in the Provi
of Lower Canada, while withoutthe active interference and infla
of the government there was no prospect of any generdl or effectug
progress being'made. - And one of the greatest wants to bepro
for-was deficiency of teachers, I.mean as regards their regularittd
ning and- fitness for the work to be- intrusted to-them. *In’
like this where there i5'no recognition of any ‘particula
presenting the Church, which is to receive the especial counter
of the State, it is certainly no easy task to carry ‘into-eperation:
general system that shall approve itselfto the several religious coms
munities. We have seen too, in England, how year after year atte
have been made in the Impérial Parliament “to introduce some g
neral- measure of education ; and while those who dissent from
established Church, have been ‘able to prevent .any: plan. which
should be carried out. on the principles of that Church ;. at the
time not only the. Church of England, but the Presbyterians,
cially of the Church of Seotland, and the Wesleyans, have strent
resisted any system which should recognize education as ’spmeth}‘
independent of religion. And I believe that there is:a very Jar
portion of all religious bodies here in Lower, Canada, wh 1
that sentiment. I feel quite sure, Sir, that you will for ope.
myself I have not-one particle of faith in. the notion- that Socie
can be regenerated or vice eradicated by any amount of meré sg3
cular instruction,—by any amount of knowledge :of the  Science
languages. There nay: be often an imposing array of stz
showing the number of ‘convicted criminals; who can, nei
nor write ; but we rust remember that, besides the wai dugs
tion, the majority of them have in all likelihood been led into-cr
by the difficulties of their social position, Herings of;

08 by the su
verty, or unavoidable close contact with evil compani
there are many revelations of cases of féarful epravity and ‘de
villainy constantly being ‘made in these days amongst persons of;
very different class. It was no want of education, in the popul
sense, which led to the gigantic frauds of Sadlier, Redpath or Hi
tington, or to such murders as those of Cook or Burdell. . And
are-only more prominent types of a class, on either side”of the
lantic, which it is to be feared is terribly on the increase—-the e
cated and .accomplished villain ; of such’ persons ' cert: :
speaks, when he says :—¢« My heart showeth me the wick
the ungodly, that there is no fear of God before his eyes.’?” '}
withstanding all the wonderful blessings, which are so often pro
®&d; ‘a8 the fruits of increased education, I must remain scep
asto any real and abiding good, if there'is any deliberate -atte
at acknowledging ‘its sufficiency apart from.the fea "and
knowledge.of the Gospel. It is clear, however, that in an establ
ment like - this, “supported by, the public funds, ‘and ~admit
Ppersons of various communions, there' must be somie ‘medifi
faith provided—some ' compromise -allowed. : And- there are

m
who may be. in consequence inclinéd to refuse their CcO-aperatiy
because they cannot have the entire management: in their .
at their own will. We cannot, howe
stand still ; we must be doing something for the education o
people ; and I conceive that it is.our wisdom to do it patiiot

as best we can with the means ofered 'to us. 'And while I pr
against the ignoring religion, asthe basis of all sound educat

and accept the present orgamzation, not as in itse
best attainable.one ; and while, by the ar
seek to bring all the students in the-sché
and those who act with me will endeavor, as far as apy:
‘tion -of the task may depend upon us, in all good' faith,” to;
for the benefit of this Lower Province the Objects.of this .institug
"You, sir, and the other gentlemen who have hee ‘interested.in 4

to the work we have, during the last. three years, when the.
was quite unoccupied, been trying. to accomplish in our own

and ‘Model .S.chqof;in, Bonaventure Street; and i would hav




both unwise and injurious on-our part to have continued any rivalry,
still more so any opposition to_ this more fully organized establigh-
“ment:; and you have paid -a just tribute to the-merits. of Mr: Hicks,
our late Head Master, by Pplacing him over this Institution.—Hen-
ceforth, sir, it will be only by acting together in good faith that we
ean hope to-see it ‘
forbearance. and -discretion in- those: who: have the conduet of it,
‘and also of the grea: grace of Christian charity, which thinketh . nio
ewil, and which is never ready to.impute wrong motives and designs
~torothers. - And there will be especial need, when we are thus
united tugether, that.there shall-be no attempts, through any oppor-
tunities offered by means of this institution, at making proselytes of
-any of the students to a different communion from the one to which
he originally belonged. I would wish to take this opportunity. of
recording my own judgment of the yery great injury. that is so cons-
tantly done by the injudicious and rash att,em%s;w,l}iqh areoften
-aade to unsettle the faith of others. - It may. be a_most laudable
wish. to make converts of ali aronnd us to our own faith, which we,
each of us, I presume, think the true one; i
shake our peighbor’s faith, in what he has been,brought up from a
‘¢hild,. than to-make a convert of him.to our own creed, - It requires
-ngtonly much zeal, but alsa much self-denial,. and discretion, and
. humility. to attempt such a, work with good hope. of sncliahs, lest in
. seeking to give our brother a purer faith, : 1 not
at all. And while I hope that-those engaged in this Institution will
act in good faith, one towards. another, I trust the Church of En-
gland and other religious communions, who have an especial inte-
- Fest. in and, the. Protestant: schools

the McGill' Normal -Schgol,- 7 v
. throughout the Province, will .continue ' to receive fair and liberal
treatment, as compared with. the. Church . of Rome. We are even,.
when thus associated together, ;
Province ; but we are, nevertheless, not_an unimportant part of the
community. Still, when it, was decided. to place the education of
this portion of the Province under the direction,.of a single Superin-
tendent, we: could not have expected, that he should have been se-
lacted from that miinority, ~ On this account, we have,no right {6 be
- dissatisfied ; but I cannot but remember that while wé are certainly
8t some possible risk and some disadvantage—some necessary com-
promise—thus associated together, the schools provided for your own'
~Ghurch are left under the undivided charge of her own body. And
"more, than this, besides the. funds . derived from the - annaal Parlia-
- mentary grants, the Church of Rome has had secured to her, by an
act of tﬁe Government, very large endowments—one ‘special object
of which, by the very tenor of the rant, is the. education of the peo-
ple.: We have, therefore, some rfigit,;to expect. thit in the distribu-
-tion of the annuyal Parliamentary ;grant, as some compensation,” and
to.allay any possible discontent, especially as coming through a Su-
perintendent. who is.of the faith of the tajority, that if there be any
gmr«..«ﬁhown—,.\thevb@lancaﬁshpu‘ld:r@ther be thrown en the side of the
inority. . I am quite aware. that: you will have no easy task to fulfil
tn the administration of your office. Hithetto, as far as.I can learn

and, my own . obsetvation has gone, you_have. given very general
satisfaction to all reasonable minds. "And, certainly, all must ac-

: “and talents with which you
have applied yourself to the wark . before you. At present, to the
great credit. Qz this-portion, of the.Province with whicl -your office. is
connected, there is, I think,, very generally, an exceeding “kind and
‘809d feeling between all, classes of the population, consisting of
‘such different races and different creeds—a state of things which, I
“hope, may long continue ; and while I will leave others to note the
progress that is making in commercial grealness,.in arts and. manu-
factures, I would wish to be able, if  life be spared to us, to chron-
icle, as years pass by, the increasing success of these institutions
Whoge commencement you are now inaugurating, and the good
effects .of all our efforts ‘in the cause of education ; and above all,
that while our people advance in intelligence and in wordly great-

Bess; that intelligence may ever. be sanctified by - heavenly grace,

kuowlelge the ‘attention and. energ

and their earthly treasures far surpassed by those enduring riches |

Which. are being laid up in Heaven, not for the worldly wise nor
worldly mighty, but for the followers of the meek and Jowly Jesus,

. After the applause incident to His Lordship’s remarks had subsided
?hqj Chairman called upon His- Excellency General Eyre, who spoke
as follows :— ' S .
This was -the second time that day he had been called upon to
“8peak upon the same subject, but he really knew nét what to say.
e had taken the shilling too early in life to imbibe much from the
Picrian spring, but he had tasted sufficient to be fully alive to the
!mmense advantages to be derived from-it,. He must congratulate
t‘_(?.f_il“‘-upon the 2oy
Hﬁ'f#id “not intend to expatiate on the benefits the “acquisitioti of
Rﬁow!edgé would “confer,

prosper; and there will be need of much mutual

but it is far easier to |

we leave him with none

but: & small minority in'this Lower.

advantages such an instifution would communicate.

but he ‘would-say that before they could

expect to :teach, they must themselves be.tan

! ught.
more honorable occupation. than that of e ang he.
and this they could not .do without proper - training, a

the physician or the lawyer eould expect to become
his profession ‘without application ; he trusted that the -proféss
would ‘now be placed . on_ its proper. footing.  What = benéfit:
enlightened man . derived from:the f’api;u_iéit’mnfof_fkﬁo’gﬂé}jg ¥
Those whose minds are stored with knowledge: are &) f’é,‘;’_s;;go
‘au_ fait: at their busjness, ' & diiit

and even. far'old age it ‘Had’
charm. . Every eredit was due fothe liberal government of th
vince, who had every conscidusness of theit duty to the eople
whose greatest aims were the. promeotion, not 'Or.fy‘y of the ‘tem
but also the moral and intellectnal prosperity of the Province: . H
congratulated the Government upon the result, and he did not hesi-

the support of the commiify would be

tate to say that he was sure muit
extended to ;that government for its' wise .and liberal
again congratulated the community upon the important ¢h
had taken place, and wished the institution every. succes

C. Dunkin, Esq,, oue of the Governors. of McGill. Collega; made
some brief observations, in the course of which, he paid, &.geaceful-
tribute to the memory of the late Hew Ramsay, £sg., whose; zgalon
behalf of education. in general, and of the; Mc(;“gilh,sgg;{egg, he tmly
describied as having ‘been ‘most warm:and-devoted. He, alsgrexpa-
tiated in fitting terms on the dignity and high calling ofthe preceptors

of youth, claiming for them an equality at ‘least with the members
of the other learned professions, .~~~ ¢ . .
. The Chairman then called upbn Professor:Rabbius;, of the - Normal
School. He said- that he would-have much " preferted:to meike. hig
first appearance in Montreal under circuimstances less: émbarrassing
than the ‘presetit, not the least -obvious “of -the diffidulties -undes
which he’labored being the necessity of ‘contronting sitch an assem-
bly as the present. He trusted that,.though: miich had:been eloguenty
said on the subject of education generally,  he mighé.;bg;patddﬁed
for’ alluding a-little farther to” the . necessity.. ofi education sfor- the
geople,‘ especially in this age und land.:«Thecperiod of-mioder ‘and
uture history’ divided itself into:three: periods;—«the periods: of physj<
cal, intéllectual-dhd moral predominances ~The  firsk is' pasging
away ;i it the mailed knight was of first importance 5-but- though;
still, when duty sii.imons; we have the:stout eart:{o dare;2and the
strong arm to do, mere prowess is no: iozhge;‘r ~honored :with the first
place in'the esteem of mankind ; knowledge now assuraes the Tight
to govern—knowledge. is the great want of the day. ‘The massed
demandy iu tones/that by no government-cail safely be didrégarded;
a Share in the bléssings of mental culture. - Normust thereduesition
imparted be -metely. secular: and:- inteflectual 5 for already, -dawns
upon-us the promise of a yet more glorious:day: than. fhis—the:day;
swiftly approaching, when'‘mere “intellectual ity 'shall :aBdicdfe the
place of pride and power, andmoral - excellency. shall.be enthroned
in the esteem of all’; and if“the education now imparted: is:to have
an intelligent regard to the' necessities of “the future,!we must gon=
nect with all our teachings that religious “element, withoitt: which
we vainly' strive formoral greatness. - There ds much; too it the
peculiar position of this cobitry:that makes.a’¢ompleté: educational
system an imperative necessity. “We:stand now' at.the lorigin of a
nation. W¢ are to be. the founders of & new. race:—<a race that: pro:
mises te take a high position even amongst the older, nations of the
earth.” Hence, should we be peculiarly -careful to%hand‘ -down to
posterity good institutions and high princi les:~such institutions as
can be established, such principles'as wi 1" obtain only’ amongst an
enlightened people. The acorn that to-day 4 child’s. hand: ray
plant, that to-morrow may be by a child uprooted, when with years
it shall have incredsed, will ‘wrestle ‘defiantly with the fiercest
winter storm. " And so, if ‘we- plant’in this' day the- seeds of evil,
coming' generations may put forth in vain ‘the most strenuous efforts
to uproot them ; but if to-day’ we give to the keeping of this generous
so0il, and to the blessing of the Almighty; the germs of good, they
will spring up to shelter with 'broad branches those who shall in’the
future succeed us. There are ‘many educating agencies at work.
Of great importance is the education ot the fireside—the honie fire-
side, around which tetider sympathies cluster. The education of
the people through the agency of -the ‘press-—powerful  fer good,
'powerqufor evil—must not be ‘forgotten:. Nor-is the -pulpit te be
overlooked, presenting before us the realities of ‘a‘higher existende,
and suminoning us to the recognition of our noblest dgstuue§.
Among all these, the primary school must occupy . no inferior posi-
tion. It holds no mean place, even when contrasted - with - the
greatest of these. If it is important: that the %L‘_ulty should .be
reclaimed from evil, it is also important that the-child: that' has not -
yet wandered far from virtue in the devious ways of' v¢(5.e;~:thatgh§s
not.yet mingled in the corruptions and folles on this world: of -sin-~
should be preserved from its pellution. -It must be obvicusthat the




“theif size when seen by the eye of one who has fallen into the error

.of supposm§ that the- school teacher’s life is: one of ‘continued dis-
- contfort.. . If the teacher can only realize, in -his own mind, the
“mighty results’ depending upon his work, the_importance ‘his char-
goter ' may have when maltiplied by the impressions of .it which he
.may-send oul, to influence all thai may ¢ome -in contact with it, I

do:not for a- moment suppose that he will -aliow-trifling -annoyances
to 'have:, but-a momentary effect; which will vanish before that
“devetion - to his:work, and. self-control, which the: teacher ought at
“all times -to. cherish. Supposing, however, our teachers properly
sought after -and properly -trained, there is still a difficulty which
w_il_f iieet them: at the .commencement .of their work. I allude to
the want of proper books and apparatus in the schools to which they
may:be sent. The charge of this evil, however, can be thrown upon
no one hitherto engageg in the management of educational affairs.
It is; however, a giant one,:and must be demolished before the work
of education can'goen. © . o . ‘ ’

I was much pleased at reading a beantiful article in the first num-
ber of the Journal of Education, on the effects .of Fear and Love,
as:@‘eans of obtdining 'a proper state ‘of discipline, and 1 would
advisé all teachers to réad the-article; and try to apply s principles
1o {Heit-ownuse. ~Fortified by these there 1s no chauce of failure.
If:1fecollect aright, it supposes the child to say to the teacher:—
« Aimez-moi, ef je vous aimerar.”  Here lies all the success of
school keeping, It simply means love begets love, and when once
love ha< obtaiued an eutrance tothe mind of a child, all that may be
stored:therein, associatioft will keep there, because this association
.is agreable. Thefpfo»paljlfﬁained'té’acher',‘ ‘who 'may be. sipplied

by libétal trustees with-all thatis necessaty to carry on his work,
still:reeds some connection with those who, like himself, are enga-
 ged-in:the gool'work ‘te efiGourage him and lead him on, and id
whoni he may find that sympathy, which we all need in this world,
and ‘which is the bond of friendship. "I would advise him, then by
all means, to join some Teacher’s Association, where he will find
many whoy like himself, will be'glad to ask advice, and as readyto
give'it. ::Ta ~connéction " with our Assoctation, T trist we'shall ‘be
able ultimately to hold-an-‘aunual conventidii or assembly of teachers
i Motitreal; or some other similar place sufficiently central; where
teachiers for miles around, especially those who have been trained
at.our-Normal:School, will be able to meet a:id benefit each other.
It would 'be advisable, at this period; ‘to have our Model Schools at
work, ‘80" that they  ‘might be visited by those desirous of gainiug
freshi “hints on any improved method of téaching that might be in~
tioduced. - It would alsg be:a thing of inestimable value if we could
establish a permanent Depository for school apparatus. I mean'the
articles used ‘in schools both on-this dontinent and at home—articles,
not fof-sale,. bat for inspéction ;- especially those thatthe intélligent
teather might have made by a clearheaded workmian. ~ All'the best
})001{51{1 the English language, used in' dchools, might be formed
Into 4 permanent library of reference, at a.very small espense, ‘as
mas¢ booksellers would willingly give copies of siich as they publish.
Such has'been done in England, ‘in ‘connection with the Teachers
deiation there, and such might easily be accomplistied here. Mr.
hagdveau; :who now.-hag charge *of tlic machinery of education,  is
repazing a depository for books and apparatus where they may be
ad-at prices which will place them within reach of all our schoot
_ﬂif}ﬂrs., Tpere 1s one_ other subject connected with the teacher,
elieve bears:very strongly upon his. continuing ir his em-
y when once engaged in it : T allude to his obtaining of the
eang‘of making his old age comfortable, and preparing %ur that
veriod. of his existence when, being no-longer able to earn his own
tvelihood, he will yet require food and: lodging, ‘and many of the
lttle comforts which declining years stand in_need of. The want
{ some such provision in my own country has driven many men
fomt their honourable career.  The -Educational Office at home_ is
ow, however, preparing measures which will remedy this evil, and
¢ the means of keeping those who enter into the honorable career
\ 591}90\1' teaching to their work, so that it will not be said that anti-
iPation of want drove them to seek other employment. In bringing
Y remarks to a conclusion, allow -me to express a hopc that our
ormal School, in sending out proper!y trained teachers, may spread
ch a desire for instruction, and such a just estimate of education,
f;th‘hOSe whose business it is to set the machinery to work may meet
» nothing but help and co-operation ; that those also ‘who go out
."}_'.Obtqm such a position in society that none may consider it a
gradation to undertake the tedcher’s office, but rather a privilege,
( that those who may have been blessed by God with the mental
Owments for the work, may come into our ranks, and lend their

:{1 ,i‘(_‘"be establishment,—a position which I feel to_be one of the
Tespatisible; and needing more than himan assistance to sup-

‘meit of the establishment, is an -evident proof of the importatice’

edfui-aid: - Allow me to say a few words respecting my own po- |

ply its demands satisfactorily. The -positien of teacher isat all times
a most important one, and, I'may- say that no human being has-
such unlimited control over those subject to him as the'teacher The .
childy- whenhe loves his ‘téaéher.: luoks upon him' as if he were
something' superior’ to ordinaty humanity. -There is a fascination
about himself which he can use 80 as togain the most intense diteii=
tion to all'he may utter, and unbounded belief in al he may-statel
1t mast be evideut from this, that the formation ‘of the child's cha=
racter tust be rapidly going ou, whilst-he is under this influence,
an influence which we hope will be used by all using'our Normal
School for the best of purposes, tor the character of the child is to a
great exteni a reflex of that of the s¢hoolmaster. Now if the ordi-
nary teacher’s post-opens stich a field for good or evil, what must be
his influence who has the training of teachers themnselves, each of
whon will have, perhaps, his hundreds to direct, or his hundreds:to
misdireet. ~It'is"to be hoped-that all those who leave our inatitution
may look upon their miision, tot so much to maké prodigies of
learning, as to make Christian children, having Christian aims and
designs.  As-far as any influence of mine may be exerted in after life;
I shall pray ‘that every- young person who mayleave us, may ‘go
away tremblingly alive to' the vastness' of the work he has under-
taken, but determined; with God’s’blessing, to do-it.: (Cheers.). -
Mr. Professor Frontedu having been mnext called “upon by’ the
Chairman, rose and expressed himself in french to the following
effect : o -
' Thé advantages which must accrue from the establishment of the
Normal school which we have met this day to inaugurate have been-
so fully ‘demonstrated, that ‘it is altogetlet ' unnecessary for ‘me to
add any thing to what you have already heatd ; cotisideritig however,
the position which I am about to hold in this new born institition,
ou will permit me to make afew remarks having ‘reference to that
gxanch of the teaching with which I have been honored. - .+~
The a.pPOiutrjn"ent',o?a Proféssor of french, at the very commence-’

whiich the authorities attach to the study of that language. But-how'
could it be otherwise ? 1t suffices that we should caéi‘our.‘eyes'_a'roﬁnd
us, that we should visit our citiés and parishes to be convinced, that,
the french language has stirvived all the vicissitudes consequent on
the conquest, that it is ‘implanted in the soil, that it is the bond
which unites the scattered members of a great family. Latguage—

‘indeed, is the.souvenir of our fatherland, the link which connects

us with by gone generatiogs.

No! I shall never forget, with what ple,asilr'able spri‘szit‘ion,é-,;_whéti,

‘in first landing in this, 10 meé, a forcign land, I'first heard the

language of my country. It appeared as if the distance: which
sepatated me from it, had suddenly been ‘shortened. 'The country
had, if T may so say, assumed . new features, its appéarance wis .

‘changed, and the soft tones of that tongue so familiar to me;, almost
‘induced me to believe that I had returned to my native land. “Such

is the power of langiage over the mind, s0
influence over the imagination and feelings. : i
"It is in a country and in the midst of a population such. as’thoge -
above alluded to that the young teacher, trained in this school, will
be called upou on a future day to exercise his important functions.
If he become what he should” be, moral in character and- corduct,
elevated in his sentiments, endowed with a ‘solid education, his
influence will necessarily be generally.felt; what an advantage
will he not possess,” when presenting himself to' the several
families in his locality; he will be able to address each one'inits’
own language ? what a powerful auxiliary will it not prove in bring-
ing them together, 11 making himself known to them; in dissipating
prejudice, the bitter fruits of ignorance, in establishing, in a word,
in the midst of this great'community, that christlan and brotherly
love, which excludes none, and comprehends all; for, the teacher
like the minister should belong to the community, and his school is’
a public place open to all, to which every person may come to draw
at the fertile source of his knowledge and teaching. Now, a teacher
so situated, who cannot speak french isolates himself; and finds
himself condemned, as it were, to work, a small bit of ground only;,
where there is a whole field requiring cultivation. )

I have frequently had occasion to go into the country parts and to
visit the Canadians ; I have seen them in their amiable simplicity ;
I have spoken to them of France, which will always be dear to
them, as having been the cradle of their ancestors ; 1 could scarcely
satisfy their eager curiosity, even by answering all.their questions.
They neither asked me who I was, nor to what religion I belonged.
To speak their language was alone sufficient to- gamn their con~
fidence. . : L

Believe me gentlemen, we are never_ strangers ia 2 land whose
language we speak ; sympathies soon arise which bring us together,:

great: is’ its Tnagic

and the differences of character are soon lost under the soothing



influence of the language. I is not the moral influence of the
master alone which will Increase with the language, the prosperity of
his school will partly depend upon it; unfortunately it has not been
possible to meet all demands in a country so extensive as Lower
Canada. The schools, altho’ more numerous, are still at a consi-
derable distance apart from. one- anocther... 1 have no doubt that an
English-school frequently counts among its pupils, young Canadians-
desirous of learning the English language. If the teacher be fami-
liar with both languages, his task will be easy and the number of
his pupils will increase. ~ With such advantages held out to him, 1t
will therefore become an obligation on the part of the pupil-teacher
to-devote himself entirely to the study of the french language, it is
a task to which he must submit, not only for his own interest but
also to ensure the successful performance of the important duties
which will be committed to his charge. ; R v

The study of a strange language, always appears to the one who
undertakes  it, a labornious and endless task. For, to understand

and be able to translate a langnage, s but a step towards acquiring |
it.. To obtain any satisfactory result, it must be spoken. The sound,
which we will call the harmony of a language, first strikes the ear;
the mind then receives the idea, and these two elements combined;
give after a certain time, with practice; not only the knowledge,
but also the natural pronunciation of a language. ,

It must be acknowledged that the method of teaching which has
prevailed for such a length of time, and which I shall term the old
routine has produced meither prompt nor satisfactory results. On
the eontrary, the years spent by pupils in studying the grammar,
~ eonjugating verbs and translating exercises to which there is'no
end, make them believe in difficulties which really do not exist;
the fault lies in the method; grammiar and exercises are only indis-
pensable for a certain timie, they shounld be accompanied by verbal
‘franslation and conversation, and thus agsist at.the same tithe thé
comprehension and pronunciation by . a succession of sentences
translated vivd voce ; this is besides the mogt sure method of learning
the grammar and of proving that the memory and comprehension of
the pupil work together. - ‘ :

As the pupil teachers confided to our care will only remain with
ws for a limited time, more or less long, we shall therefore divide
them into two classes, that of the first,. and that of the second year.

“For thé students of the first year’s class, our aim will be, 1 the
first place to accustom them, by reading, to a good pronunciation,

4o teach them the rules of grammar which are indispensable to |

enable them to make a correct translation, and to demonstrate the
rales by “an.analysis of the words; we will commence as soon ag
possible to.give them a variety ‘of sentenices which will not only
miprove their pronunciation, but will daily add new words to the
dictionary which it is indispensable should be engraved on their
memory. o LR O e

“The pupil teacher thus prepared during the first session will be
enabled to commence the second with every advantage. The greater.
patt of the grammar will be already familiar to him. He will have
overcome the first difficulties of the pronunciation ; his ear accus-
tomed to the sound of thelanguage wiﬂr‘afssist his understaniing,
his work will then become more agreeable and more easy ; instead
of translating, he will compose, he will be given a series of select
tales; which will havé the advantage of interesting his imagination

whife 1t will give him practice in speaking the language.  All't

explanations will be made in french as will also be the questions
and answers. He will be initiated in the beauties of our Iiterature
and every pains will be taken to exeite his interest and purify his
taste by the frequent reading and study of pieces selected from'the
best authors. . T .

This is the method which I followed for the ten years during
which I taught the french language, in an important and numer-
ously attended establishment in England. There, also I found pupils
who: had been learning French for three. or four years,.and who
could not. speak two- sentences in the language. I gave them a
number of sentences to translate verbally. I related stories to them
which' I made them repeal and . write, and. by interesting i this

b
fnanner their imagination, I'instilled a 'ta;gtdfgr',‘apd at the same.|

" timie the harmony of, the language.: ~ - o ;
It is also the method which I now follow at the High School arid
also at-theé college. My pupils always express great satisfaction

when we _throw aside the-grammar, and translate verbally sem-|
tences given to each of them.: This is the battle field on which is |

decided the victory; and the place which each pupil will daily hold
" in-the cldss but their ‘interest in .the lessons is much increased
when I commence to relate a story—this is the moment when disci-

pline. reigns supreme and he who would dare to interrupt the |

general attention, would be lowered in the estimation of his. fellow

tically:  Success in attaining it more or less rapidly, depends pons

‘of our literature, how riehly are we repaid for our labor and vigt

‘renown is spread throughoutthe world: Philesophy. hias its Descaf
.and Pascal, who.in themselves formed. a school: ¢ Montesquien wh

-during the reign of Louis XIV, so remarkable in the annals of o

I will spare you, gentlemen, the more or less dramatic details by -
which I obtain the - attention of my young audience I will merely
state that these stories related in french, are in the first place trans- °
lated verbally into english, then repeated in french, and written in
that language for the following class. In this manner the pupils :
learn at the same time to. understand, to speak and.to write the
language. They also have the advantage of dispelling that dullness 2
and_ monotony o inimical to progress, and of reconciling to the
study of the language, those pupils who know nothing of it but the .
dryness of the grammar and exercises. S
Whatever pains we may take—serious study will always prove

a bitter cup for the pupil—his joyous imagination can with difficulty .
accustom itself to anything.requiring Jabour and study.—If we wish 163
instruct him, we must begin by making his studies interesting; by

rendering agreable ‘to him that for which he had' previously a
distaste—and thus accustom his young -mind little by little, t¢ caln j
reflection and judgment. In fact the master who teaches the best; }
is generally he who interests his pupils. the, most,. o
"If I dared to appeal to. my own éxperience, 1 would say that th
french language is not difficult to learn. I have had a great numbe
of pupils who, 1 less than a year, have succeeded, not only in-under
standing the language, but even in speaking it almosi gramma,

A

the time devoted to its study, upon.the ' opportunities, of hearing}
it spoken, and aiso upon the effort, and. personal disposition of:

pupil. o C
But when once the first difficulties .of .the: langnage ‘have bee
overcome and the mind can feed on the inexhaustable treasure

/

French literature in all-its. branches; -possesses names. ~whos

first wrote a code which became the model for the-laws of nations
The sareastic Montaigne, whose essays elevated french literatu
in an age nearly allied to barbarism. - How renowned is the nan
of Corneille, he who introduced: tragedy into. France, as brilliant. fog
sublimity of ideas as for purity of style.—Racing, who, even aftg
such a master succeeded in, attaining: celebrity. . Moliére, the: 4
mitable Moliére, the ereator-of french. comedy, whichi has not as.
been succesfully translated into any. other tongtie. - Lafon
who surpassed his model in attenipting only te imitate: him: 7 -

What a hést of . celebrated’ names, rapidly | suceeeded each ot

literature ! To~ what' a degree. of sublimity did . Bassuet raise:
eloquence of the pulpit. Was not the french tribune rendered f;
even in its infancy by the thunderings of Mirabeau, who. -l
brilliant meteor: shed such a resplendent light during its. pass
Conid it' be possible for me to forget the author of Telem
Fenelon, whose genius.was as 'exalteﬁ'ab’ his -virtues were subli

In natural history we, find Buffon, who' starids at: the. head of
list for whom the whole of nature. appearéd as -an open:
and who éqnalled our best writers by the richness of his style; ng;
Cuvier, who continned the work of his great. master. - s

I would never finish were.I to attempt. to count all the
names; of whieh our literature is so justly proud.

France is never barren of celébraled men. ‘She has always
who console her for the loss of ‘those Wl havé passed away:
has yet, in philosophy and history, Cousin and Guizot ; in literat
Villémain ; in poetry, Lamartine, Victor Hugo; the popular
Beranger, who elevated song to the. sublimity .of the ode
| mortal names around which other glories shed their- rays, afi
[ of which pay their tribute into thetreasury of oar literature.
Although the french language possesses richness in every styl
| composition, it is more particularly remarkable for its beauty 1
epistolary style, and above all.in conversation. - It has therefore
adopted ‘generally throughout -Europe. If we visit' Belgium
there find that ‘tlie french. lAnguage. is the national tongue ; if
advance into the provinces bordering .on the Rhine, we wi
surprised to hear if ‘spoken éven among the inferior ranks of so
It is ‘also spoken by two thirds of Switzerland. For any one !
in Ttaly;.a knowledge of the french will always prove a guide’;
recollect that during my stay in that delightful country, I was alwe
understood: o - U T T

If from the south we Eroéeed -towards the north, we- find thaifg
the. capital of Russia, the. french language ‘is used by almo
classes. It is even said that it is almost exclusively spoke

imme

court of the Emperor. ~ TR s
- Inall great diplomatic meetings, where.each nation is represey
by its ambassador, the french is always used, almost all the tr

pupilss: oo Ll

now.existing, were waittén. in that language i witness the tré




Vierna; which at the commencement of the “present -century,
.‘;é,uvfftéa, and established the balance of power in Eurppe. -
“YWith such facts as these before us; 1 cannot-but reF
to study thefrench language as much on’account o
itg " literatire, 'as-for ‘its general ‘and -practical ‘usefulness. : Place
ourselves ont an equality <with those with whom you will _shortly
Kﬁve congtant’ intercourse. - Be prepared for all contingencies : for
a mysterious* Providerice disposes of us ‘according to. its own will 3
the place which will receive our ashes, is possibly far distant from
that, which gave us birth.” -0 T . L
Who could tiavé foretold- that I should be to-day in Canada, asso-
ciated with this_ university, and that it would ecome- .absolutoly
necesgary for 'me to-understand and g eak the enghsh_ language.’!
Could the english-officers and soldiers ‘so lately mixed up with a
french army op the plains of the Crimea, foresee that these two great
-nations, rivals ‘for .centuries, would be united on the battle field
upder the same'flag? ~ - . G
" Attached - as”thich from ‘sympathy -as by my position to the
‘different branches of this university. I'shall usé my utmost endeavors
ito render the, frefich lariguage popular ‘and attractive, to simp]ify&;s
study ‘and'place it within the! redchy of @l capacities.  To attain this
end, T do riot’ tritst fo iy own’ powers, but to the good will, the labor,
dand the sytpathy of the pupils:confided to my care. -
Mr. Principal Dawson said, I have purposely requested to be
placed last in the programme of this meeting, thatif possible I might
e excused from speaking, by the fullness with which I was sure
fthe previous speakers must occupy the ground, and now I -feel that
fvery little remains to be said. T may, however,be excused for again
freminding you that we to-ddy “inaughrate an institution ‘which re-
resents certain great.truths i rélation to the'education of the people.
The Sstablishment of a Normal 'School implies that we recognise
the vital importance of the diffusion of thorough elementary educa-
fion—that we acknowledge the traming of good teachers .s the
ssential element of succe s.in education. Without thém any edu-
ional law, any. possible':ex%ei;(iilure of public money, any amount
in the mere machinery of education, must be useless.

a
of perfection in f educatio
e inaugurate an-institution which. is intended to ensure in the
eacher a competent knowledge of the ‘élementary branches which
e is to teach, an- acquaintince with the best methods of teaching
them, and; above all, that noble enthusiasm for the work, which is
ultivated in such schools as these, -and which I regard as an ad-
jantage to the teacher and pub'ic, greater than even that profes-
jonal status which the diploma confers, and which in ‘itself is no
ean benefit, inasmuch as it recognizes the teacher as a member
a’Jeamed profession. =~ . -

 In the-history of his school, many agencies have occurred which
2ve been but slightly referréd ‘to to-day, and some of ‘these ‘may
avé struck me more forcibly, ds a comparative stranger’ i this
untry. . Not very long afier my arrival in Canada, in the autumn
;lﬁ%}éh&v;t@ason,I'g'*i'iajoice, in'the prospect ‘of the speedy esta-
lishment, of Normal Schools. A Bill E)‘r tne establishment of such
hogls had been in existence for some tinie, and intelligent persons.
xpressed much dissatisfaction that it-had not been acted on. Iu the
atutes of this University there was a provisiou for & Normal School
bpartment, and.the Governors of the Utiiversity -were very destrous
ive fo .actual existence. The necessity ‘of such an institu-
trequent topic of coriversation, and of: discussion by the
. The Protestant Board of E~aminers were agitating the sub--
¥au, yourself, Sir, were collecting information, with the view
Impressing an_ Parliament the imporiance of speedy action. The
prernment, dnd especially the Hom.. M. Cartier, to whose personal
vily in this matter the country owes much, were prepared 1o
rodude any measure likely to be successful ; and above all, lLis
W_Hi?fli'g) the Governor General had marked the want of Normal
E1001 1ist

as.a fn

0L 1nstruction ds.the most ‘prominent ‘defect in the ediicational
lem of Lower Canada, had weighed the difficulties of the case,
d the best modes of obviating them, and was-prepared to lend to
. 8reat Interest of the people that influence which of right belongs
'S Position, as the representativeof royalty, and which happily for
3’?‘_@5"1’56 1s-80-eminently qualified wisely to wield. Under such
. ences; and urged forward by-thé active management of the edu-
onal department, the work hus rapidly advanced to completion ;
d 1 mivigt 'not forget to add that, throughout its progress, the Gov-
8 and officers of this University. have laboured well and earn-
d that without much exertion, and some sacrifices on their
i We'conld not have met here to-day. .
f °f€ d@re also certain peculiarities in this. institution which
[ Ve notice. We commence with an unusual proportion of young
g °0, among our pupils. Thirly-five young ladies, most of whom
E efore us; have -entered their names, while we have but

eat my advice .
the beauty of|

| devotion to the work, are really superior,

-vince, in eonnectin

majority of the pupils of .the Normal Schools ; but in this
preponderance of the fair sex 1s greater tha
in part to the shortness of. the notice given: of the opening:of -the
School,.and the greater difficalty;.on the -part of Young meny in
disengaging themselves from-their previous - pursuits. - But.1 de net
regret this disproportion, because it is one of the'chief ments of the
Normal School, that it gives to young wotnen an hoporable walk of
professional usefulness ; and that it gives to:our scheol -teachers,
who, from their kiud and loving treatment of the childien, and: their

at least for the work-of
elementary education, to teachers of the male sex. | may add,
that the. observation of the pupils of Normai Schools has convinced
me that, as few paths of intellectual activity are open to women,‘ag
compared with men, we usually obtain in the female pupils of a-
Norraal School 'a higher grade of education and intellect, than in

in this ease the
n usval, owing, I believe,

the case of the male pupils. =~~~ o )
_ Another peculiatity of this institutién is its ‘connection‘s¥ith the
University. -I fully concur in the views of Mr. Dunkin on this
subject.— The University has sought this connection, -not ; that it
might derive any material advautages from it, but because it desired
to extend its influenicé for goad-throughout the country,and to make
it felt in. the :Common- Schools ; and because.it-wished to- diffuge
among all ranks of the people a desire for University education, and
to give them the means of its attainment. As the Principal of -the
University, I regard it as a high honor to be also Principal ofihe
Normal School ; and if in the past few months I have devotedito
this object much of the time and: energy required by my more
special College duties, I am sure that in this work, s0 great.and
s0 urgent, they were well bestowed. Itisa peculiarity common: to
this with the other. Normal Schools- of Lower Canada, that, they
educate their teachers in two languages, a point to- which ‘our -
attention has beeen ably directed by Prof. Fronteau. Hitherto, it
has been viewed as a disadvantage in this Province, that its. pupu-
lation speak two languages ; bat so scon as in every: School in’
Lower Canada we have a teacher able 1o instruet it bt th ~Frerich -
-and English, this evil will become a benefit. - Wé;shall g
pupils of our Common Schools access to the hteratate o v
nations, and an acquaintance -with the two niost widely diffused
languages of the world ;-and the comparison of languages differing
in structure, and the habit of translation, will give them, in some
degree, that kind of education which in oar higher iustitotions is -

1ve io'the
‘two great

obtained by the study of the classiéal tongues.

Another important feature in this school is its general Protestant
character. It has, [ trust, gathered aroudd it the gympathies-and
support of all denominations, and  forms a pledge of their-united -
action in the great cause of education. I beg leave here especially
to refer to the kind and fiberal spirit evinced by the Committee of -
the Colonial Church and Schoot. Society, in reference to this School. -
That Society, of whose. beneficent operations any church might well
be proud, if pride were allowable in such matiers 5.and which fist
successfully entered on the work of training- teachers - in this Pro-
g its Model School with this institution, has; T
am convinced, conferred a great and lasting betefit at olice on
education ‘and on British Protestantism in this countiy. "I rejdice
that the previous speakers have with such decision, given- their
testimony to the ‘paramount importance of religious nfluences in
Education.” Narrow sectarian views on this subject, have; it is irue,
often injured education, without benefiting religion ; but hére we
have the means of promoting Christian educatior without much |
danger of contention.  The professor in the Normal School. and the
teachers in the Model Schools counected - with it, “are persons on
whose influence in this 1espect, the public may folly depend.: It
will be exercised not to proselytise, but to strengthen and deepen
religious impressions, and to cu'tivate a reverence for the doctrines
and precepts of the wor¢ of God. We trust, however, for much: of
the religious instruction of the School, to the ministers .of religion
in this city ; and I beg to commend to them this departmeut of
thewr woik, as a great opening for usefulness. 'In instructing the
teachers, who are to be scattered abroad over the -country, to train
the minds of the young, they have not ouly a duty which they are
invited to fultil, but a privilege which I am confident they will not
hesitate to exercise to its full extent. Allow me, in conclusion, to
say a word in reference to my own connection with this School. I
regard it as an honour to be its Principal, and I shail be glad to
devote much of my time to its interests ; but now that it is organized,
[ trust to be relieved frum the labours and anxieties connected with
its organization. These cares, I to day, throw from me. It is the
boast of the Faculties and Departments of McGill College, that
under the care of able and judicious meu, they require little inter-
ferevce of the authorities of 1the Unwversity. 1In this iustitution, in

P Joung Ten.: Everwhere in America. the ladies form the large

like manner, we. trust that under the management of Professors.aud



establishment of a thorougly efficient school must depend upon pro-
_curing a thorcughly efficient teacher. He must be a man specially
trained for his work. ‘A beautiful parallel has been drawn by two
preceding speakers between the special education of the artisan,
the physician, and the lawyer, and the special training of the teacher.
If we would not intrust toan ignorant pretender the care eof this
body, so curiously and wonderfully wrought and framed, when
health ‘only would be endangered; if we demand years of study
from the man to whom we trust the guardianship of onr liberties,
shall we not also demand some special pregaration from him to
whom in great part we delegate, not only the present happiness,
but what 18 of more value, than health, or hiberty, or life,—the future
destiniy” of our children. To give this special preparation is the
work of a Normal School. In the institution, which to-day we have
met to inangurate, we shall aim at the attainment of a twofold object;
first, ‘to_enable the teacher readily to.communicate toothers the
knowledge which he possesses ; and, secondly, to give him a’sort
of moral' and mental vantage ground by the aid of " instruetion,
exceeding in amount the mere modicum of knowledge- which he
may have to impart. Both of these are necessary. Many who have
the faculty of extensive comprehension, and can. grasp the widest
ratige ‘of science, or form the most . gigantic :plans, have not formed
those habits of minute analysis, which brings knowledge down to
the comprekiension of ‘the learner. A special mode of thought,—
habits of vigorous scientific investigation—are necessary to form the
perfect teacher. The teacher, should know: much that he never
may expect to teach, in order. that he may -have command of such
extensive .intellectual stores as may give him a facility. for clearly
illustrating the subjects- which he has to.teach, and that also his
own niental faculties' may be strengthened and -enlarged, in the act
of acquiring: these additional -and, by some :accounted;. superfluous
attainments. . Tn the Normal: Sehool we:shall endeavor by the fol+
lowing means fo attain these objects :—1st, by lectures on the various
branches of krowledge, ot confining ourselves. to.that which the
pupil teacher does not know, but reviewing thoroughly the most
elementary branches of a common school education. 2ndly. By
lectures on the .theory of teaching, connecting the- art of  teaching
with the:laws of our mental being, as far as they have been revealed
tq‘us”.«*..;3rdlgi.'» By constantly witnessing the operations.of the Model
School, and:practising in teaching therein. - With reference to.the
Model:School now - about to be established, (for.of that which has
been so well conducted in Bonaventure Street, I need say nothing)
we shall be. guided in its organization, and in the methods of teach-
ing, by two principles,. which will at once recommend themselves
to: your approval ; that all education which does not aim at the full and
harmonious ‘development of all our powers, physical, mental and
moral, i false :and mischievous ; and that it is necessary, in every
system of teaching, not only to impart:-knowledge, but also 0 train
and. strengthen the faculties for the'.duties of future life. More
might be said, but I fear I have already trespassed too far upon
your patience. I shall’ conclude: with one word to those whom I
see before me, who are abont to devote themselves to.this' noble
work of teaching. Much has been said about the position of the
teacher. .Remember, your position. will be what you make it.
Have iyourselves just. views of the sacred character of your profesion,
and of its ‘weighty responsibilities. - Aim to-acquire that heightened
moral bearing that alone.can ensure for you sueccess in- your work,
and the. esteem’ of those by whom you are surrounded. And, allow
me to-say; that whoever shall worthily fulfil the duties of a teacher;
will not have lived in vain—will not die unhonored. Over his
grave will be shed tears of sincere. affection. Your name, faithful
teacher, may not be handed down to posterity ; yow may not be like
a-comet blazing along the sky, ¢ the observed of all observers” ;
but you will rather be_ like one of those lessers star, unmoticed,
save by the astronomer, unnumbered and unnamed, but adding
nevertheless to. the brilliancy and splendour of the midnight heavens;
and your name, and the remembrance of your devoted life, will be
recorded in'the everlasting memory. o '
— =Professor Hicks said :—The maintaining of a Training School, for
the purpose “of . sending. out properly qualified: instructors, of the
youth of the country, must be a‘jsugjeect o?
.one who has:the welfare of that country at heart. . There are few
.of us;so selfish as.to-look only to the present benefit to be derived

»fy@@g;!q@dﬂk&kiﬂg. “Thousands, on the contrary, ‘are anxious to]
-promote any meagure that will lead to futare permanent good. The]
ssypplqug&of. a sufficient number of teachers for the chief eduea-

‘tional .wants of the country.is a great undertaking, therefore the
sooner, it:i8 set about the- better—this’is what we_are about to do,

‘and’I trust with God’s blessing we’ may succeed. The Training'

School, -as I ,u'nderstand it, is an institution organized for the purpose
SQprrepanng»- ‘young. persons who. may be desirous. of . following the

_has been miy Iot to see many .ignorant men, by an ability in fi

great gratification to every |

profession of teaching, by instructing them in the art of school keep-

ing. Owing to the inefficiency of most of those who apply, direct

instruction in literary subjects forms a large part of the course in a

training school ; otherwize the whole time of the student should be-

spent in the Model School, and the study of education and educa-

tional systems. 1t is now- generally admitted that Normal Schoel
training is necessary to form the successful teacher. It has been"
my lot, during the Jast twenty years, to be engaged with schools

and schoolmasters, and I have had ample opportunity of judging of

the-advantages of the trained over the untrained teachers, and-I-
have, therefore, no hesitation in saying,-that even in the ordinary

details of school management—routine—as we call it, the - most-
inéxperienced eye would detect at once the properly qualified man’
from him who had perhaps been led to adopt the profession because -
he could find no other employment; In the latter case of the
untrained teacher, order, management, discipline, tirme arringe-
ments and many other important things are unheeded or unknown,..
and at last the school becomes a scene of cenfusion ; the newly :
appointed teacher fancies, in order to screen himself, that he has,
got into one of the worst neighborhoods in the world, and-every=
thing goes to ruin. Not that I mean to say that a training schoot :
can train any one so0 as to make him a teacl}m'ei' in the proper mean=

ing of the term.. Tt can send him out_prepared for his work.  He
will understand the best arrangement of -a room—the clazsifieationi:
of his pupils~—the taking of reports—and many éthet things whicli;
if neglected by the best of teachers, will ultimately lead to failure.s
I believe, however, that it is-a part of the beneficial arrangemerits:
of the Almighty to raise up those who are wanted whenever any:
work is required to be done for the benefit of man, and as the eda-
cation of the masses isto keep pace with the development of science
and the extension of ‘commercial -enterprise, I feel’ assured: the
now exists in’ society a sufficient number of ‘young persons-of  bot
sexes who are mentally ‘qualified for the teacher’s office, and thaty
society has.riot found them, because they have not been eought:
after.—Teaching has been almost entirely left to the ruined trade

men, the disappointed clerk, or one who, having failed in other pur
suits, as a last, and only as a temporary resource,- resolves to trys
teaching till something better turns up.~~And’ children have be

introsted. to such, only tobe sent out ignorant into-the: world, th
whole of their éa._'_r?” years,~those ‘pearls of days—which ‘shotild
‘in'storing: the mind and building up a characti

have been employe
withered and blasted by neglect. “Now, I believe that the elass'
what we may call mentally gualified teachers will-be found so sop
as we remove .one or two impediments, the chief of ‘which is-t
low position’ which the elementary teacher has taken in societ
The refined mind requires intercourse with those possessed Wi
endowment, and when'one position ‘in life - denies the gratificatio
another will certainly be looked for. It'may be said that the €
mentary teacher has hitherto been one who, on accoimt  of the I
state of his acquirements, has not been qualified to take any o
than a low position. This has, in many cases, been true: but

their pockets, take a position which the teacher would never
allowed to reach, however prone he might be to fill his head. T
training school, however, having- for its object the sending fortly
properly qualified persons, this-reproach we trust will soon be do
away with, and that society will give the elementary teacher
position which he deserves, as'one who is fighting the battles of
country against ignorance and-crime—two of  the worst enemiés
encounter.  Now, if I were asked what I considered to be tests

which one whom nature has laid out for teaching might be knowi§
I would say, in the first place, love of children—affection towar(
those little ones who are growing up to fill our places in this world
Without this, it ‘is impossible to expect great results. Every teac
should have a heart something ‘resembling that whieh beat in-thg
breast of the French writer; Berquin, who wrote a book for childr
called < L’Ami des Enfants.””. He gave up his' whole soul to p
mote the happiness of the young.—He joined it their eports, wr
for them, and when he died, -thousands of ‘the little ones he-loy
followed him to the tomb. * All ouf . great educationists: have: be
lovers of children. Pestalozzi, Lancaster, Belle; and Oberlin ;-a
shall I be thought irreverent should I say that the Great Teac
Himself said, ¢ Suffer little ¢hildren to.come unto me.” - He wa
eminently successful 'in arresting the attention of the young, becansy
he loved. them.. We may. say, then, that love of children sta
first in the list of the teacher’s qualifications.. The next is.
“appreciation of the importance of the, teacher’s office—I may;,
the teacher’s mission.” Let the teacher look upon his office as

of drudgery; and farewell to every attempt at success. The ma
petty occurrences which we..always find in a school-room, cale:
ated to ruffle the uneasy mind,.are magnified into a thousand tige



Teachers, some of -whom have been approved by their past success
‘among ourselves, and others by the highest recommendation of the
educational anthorities of the sister Province, we shall have a self-
regulating institution, proceeding quietly in its useful work, and
requiring little interference on the part of 1ts Principal, and still less
-on the part of the Superintendent of Education or the Corporation of
the University. ) T .

.- The principal then made some announcements relating to the
‘Festival of the evening, and the organization of the classes on the
fo low:ng day. ' ' :

The Reverend Dr. Taylor offered up a concluding prayer and
pronounced the benediction. All then . dispersed congratulating
‘Montreal upon the establishment of Normal Schoo! in this city

~under such auspicious ¢ircumstances. :
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